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 EDITORIAL

Message from 
the President

For nearly two years now, 
UK-based Avient Aviation Limi-
ted has used Vatry as its Euro-

pean base for mainly African-bound 
flight operations. The Avient/Vatry 
partnership, structured and enhanced 
over the past months, recently culmi-
nated in the establishment and launch 
of an official European hub at Vatry. 
With the setup of the French divisio-
nal offices at Vatry and the acquisition 
of an initial aircraft_a DC 10 of which 
ample mention is made in this issue, 
Avient has contributed handsomely 
to steadily increasing air traffic at our 
airport. Avient’s contribution cannot, 
however, be measured solely in terms 
of aggregate tonnage. In electing to 
establish a veritable hub, Avient has 
spawned growth in handling, cus-
toms and trucking activities at Vatry, 
and spurred the advent of new clients 
attracted by the extensive range of 
services offered by this new, dynamic 
airline company. As a result, altogether 
new partners_through their association 
with Avient_increasingly avail themsel-
ves of the services available at Vatry. 
Allow me to point up, in passing, Air 
Gabon’s weekly service to Libreville, 
Kuhne & Nagel’s charter services to 
Shanghai and regular visits by Germa-
ny’s flagship carrier, Lufthansa. 

Thanks to these new clients, and to all 
those who have demonstrated their 
undying confidence in the airport from 
the outset, I can proudly confirm what 
I forecast several months ago, namely 
that aggregate tonnage at Vatry will 
surpass the 18 000-mark by year-end 
2004. This figure is symbolic for it is no 
less than double the figure posted by 
the airport in 2003. As a result, Vatry 
has been propelled to an impressive 
4th place ranking among regional air-
ports in France behind only Toulouse, 
Lyon and Marseille, three considerably 
larger facilities. This recent success 
also speaks eloquently about the uns-
tinted support of our local authorities, 
notably the General Council of Marne 
for their availability and ongoing as-
sistance, especially in the matter of 
securing traffic rights essential to 
growth and development at Vatry. In 
light of the new government policy 
respecting the tertiary airport network 
and repeated pronouncements on the 
issue by Gilles de Robien, Minister of 
Transport for France, it is clear that 
Vatry has begun to reap the benefits of 
an open skies policy free of restrictions 
of any kind. This will undoubtedly help 
us bring our marketing and welcoming 
initiatives to fruition. 

In closing, allow me to express my 
gratitude to everyone—members of 
the SEVE team and our many partners, 
especially those of the public realm 
such as DGAC, Customs, Gendar-
merie, Veterinary and Phytosanitary 
Services—whose day-to-day actions 
are instrumental in promoting airport 
development. Know that your contri-
butions are much appreciated and that 
VATRY’s success is also your success. 
Every best wish for an excellent New 
Year ! 
 

Youssef SABEH

Of Beaujolais 
Nouveau and the Land of 
the Rising Sun 

Shipments of Beaujolais Nou-
veau normally originate from 

the Lyon area. However, in 2004, 
with a view to decentralizing in-
ternational shipping operations, 
producers chose Vatry for ship-
ments to one of their key consumer 
destinations: Japan. Indeed, the 

On the transport side, the han-
dling of Beaujolais wine requires a 
number of important precautions. 
Accordingly, UPS Supply Chain, 
renowned for experience in the 
transport of fragile goods, was 
deemed the ideal carrier for an 
operation of this sort. Packed in 
cases of 12 bottles and loaded onto 
pallets weighing some 870 kg each, 
the Beaujolais Nouveau is kept 
in cool storage (15°C maximum) 
before being loaded onto the air-
craft. Regarded as a prized luxury in 
Asia, particularly in Japan, it is only 
after having completed all requisite 
customs formalities that the Beau-
jolais Nouveau is allowed into the 
Land of the Rising Sun and ultima-
tely served at leading restaurants in 
Tokyo and across Japan. 

Japanese, along with their Ameri-
can and German counterparts, are 
loyal afi cionados of Beaujolais Nou-
veau and it is with great pride that 
they import caseloads of the wine 
each year, even before the French 
have had occasion to discover it for 
themselves.  

LOGISTICS

Emergency aid dispatched to Haiti
Hurricane Jeanne wreaked havoc on the Caribbean, 
especially Haiti, where nearly 300 000 persons were 
rendered homeless in a matter of minutes. On the eve of 
18 September 2004, this poverty-stricken island was 
plunged into economic and humanitarian chaos. 

Beyond the deplorable loss of 
life occasioned by the hurri-

cane, it was important to quickly 
organize disaster relief for the tens 
of thousands of survivors suddenly 
deprived of drinking water and 
proper sanitation facilities. The 

Red Cross mobilized immediately 
to provide fi rst degree emergency 
assistance to the people of Haiti 
and Vatry International Airport was 
selected as the point of departure 
for operation s to this island nation 
in need. 

Two aircraft were chartered to Port-
au-Prince, each loaded with some 
40 tonnes of emergency gear: 
pumps and distribution material 
to provide food for the tens of 
thousands of Haitians without drin-
king water, medical kits, kitchen 
implements, portable stoves, food 
products… and the list goes on. 
No newcomer to humanitarian aid 
expeditions, Vatry was chosen by 
the Red Cross owing mainly to proxi-
mity to Paris where the majority of the 
organization’s inventory is housed. 

On 10 November 2004, an Antonov 124 departed 
Vatry for Tokyo-Narita carrying 93 720 bottles of 
Beaujolais wine.




