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ACTION

World Exhibition Logistics...

On the eve of 6 June 2005 a wide-body aircraft touches down at Vatry laden with exhi-
bition materials. Quickly deplaned, the some 16 tonnes of equipment are immediately
loaded into trucks for onward shipment and delivery onsite to the Paris Air Show at Le
Bourget on the morning of 7 June. No time for glitches... the shipment comprised the
bulk of structural materials needed for the Russian Pavilion at this year’s show.

he company in charge of

I orchestrating the seamless
transfer of this rather sin-

gular shipment is known as WEL,
short for World Exhibition Logis-
tics. Recently incorporated and
based in France, WEL specializes
in international exhibition logistics.
World Exhibition Logistics is staf-
fed by four individuals each with
some 15 years of experience in the

exhibition sector. Patrick REJAUD,

Manager, explained the thrust
behind the company: «We are
there to meet the needs of all na-
tional and international companies
exhibiting abroad and seeking to
ensure that exhibition materials are
transported to destination under
optimal conditions.» After only two
years in existence, WEL customers
include a number of well known

names in a variety of sectors, such
as airport operations, defence,
energy and transport.

«Initiation of operations from Vatry
owes essentially to a Russian client
who contacted us and requested
that we look into more cost-effecti-
ve solutions, preferably outside the
Greater Paris area. Heartened by
the success of our inaugural expe-
rience, we have since established
ties which enable us to privilege the
use of Vatry whenever possible,»
stated Patrick REJAUD who had
just returned from a lift exhibition
in Moscow. Another company col-
league was just returning from a
petroleum show in Teheran. In only
a short time, sectoral diversity had
made WEL the French company of
reference in the exhibition field.

The above-mentioned shipment of
structural materials for the Russian
Pavilion at the Paris Air Show at
Le Bourget provides a telling case
in point. Timing was tight at best
and the shipment coordinated in

two distinct phases. Upon arrival
at Vatry on 6 June at about 20:45,
Vatry Logistics Service took charge
of customs formalities. Incoming
materials were quickly loaded into
two semi-trailers which then de-
parted for Paris where they were to
be delivered onsite at Le Bourget
at six o’clock the next morning.
Upon conclusion of the show on
the evening of 19 June, the ma-
terials were loaded back into two
trucks and dispatched to Vatry for
a scheduled departure from the
airport on Tuesday, 21 June. «We
are experienced handlers of heavy,
bulky materials,» underscored Pa-
trick REJAUD. «This collaborative
effort, which proved the Russians
right, was the outcome of several
months of negotiations during
which we were able to secure their
trust and confidence.» Located
between Roissy/Charles de Gaulle
airport and Parc des Expositions
de Villepinte, WEL relies upon a
network of international partners.
These different partners in turn
rely upon WEL for the transport of
exhibition materials across metro-
politan France. When asked what
spurred WEL to favour Vatry, Pa-
trick REJAUD replied: «for reasons
of flexibility and customer focus.»

Since late 2003, sector pro-
fessionals have consistently
pointed to an industry-wide
upswing in air cargo activity,
a trend substantiated by
results posted for 2004. Dedi-
cated cargo facilities such as
Vatry are, as a consequence,
beginning to come into their
own and for good reason.
Across the air cargo commu-
nity demand is unrelenting
for priority cargo handling,
reduced operating delays,
24/7 accessibility and custom
service... four key requisi-
tes which attest to the ever
increasing drawing power

of customer-focused Vatry.
Cargo handling operations at
the facility soared by 119%
between 2003 and 2004.

At the close of the first half
of 2005, Vatry had already
surpassed the 15 000-tonne
mark, hinting of a possible
30 000 tonnes by year-end.
But not given to conjecture,
we have chosen to devote
this issue to the stakeholders
and business partners who
continue to drive develop-
ment forward at Vatry.







